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[Q] And why was Nahum called, “the Most Holy”? Because he 
never gazed upon the face of a coin in his entire life [to 
avoid seeing the idol inscribed thereon]. 


[R] That indicates that Antoninus did convert. 


[S] There are statements of rabbis that indicate that Antoninus 
converted. 


[T] For R. Hezekiah, R. Abbahu in the name of R. Eleazar: “If 
full proselytes come to be accepted in the world to come, 
[that is, if proselytes are accepted at all,] Antoninus will 
come at the head of them.” 


R. Eleazar and R. Yosé b. Haninah: R. Eleazar said, “Peace offerings 
did the children of Noah offer up.” 


R. Yosé b. Haninah said, “Burnt offerings did the children of Noah 
offer up.” 


R. Eleazar objected to R. Yosé b. Haninah, “And has it not been 
written, ‘And Abel brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat 
portions. [And the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering} (Gen. 
4:4)? [This indicates that the animals were offered as peace offerings, 
of which the fat portions are offered, not the whole beast. ]” 


How does R. Yosé b. Haninah interpret this verse? He offered up their 
fat parts [along with the whole beast]. 


R. Eleazar objected to R. Yosé b. Haninah, “And lo, it is written, ‘And 
he sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings 
and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the Lord’ (Ex. 24:5). [This 
verse explicitly refers to peace offerings. ]” 


How does R. Yosé b. Haninah interpret this verse? They were whole in 
their body [reading the word for peace offerings as “whole”], meaning 
that they were not flayed or chopped up. 


R. Eleazar objected to R. Yosé b. Haninah, “And lo, it is written, ‘And 
Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, offered a burnt offering and sacrifices to 
God, [and Aaron came with all the elders of Israel to eat bread with 
Moses’ father-in-law before God]’ (Ex. 18:12). [This indicates that 
there were peace offerings as well as burnt offerings.]” 


How does R. Yosé b. Haninah deal with this? He concurs with him 
who says that it was only after the giving of the Torah that Jethro came 
[to convert]. 


